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Ahhh spring finally is be-
ginning to force this un-
usual winter weather to 
be relegated to the history 
books.  Tapping Maples 
for sap in January?  A 
chance for more normal 
weather would make us 
all a bit less un-
easy.  Planting season is 
soon to be in full swing 
and preparing the ground 
for the coming season is 
on everybody’s mind.  A 
common concern will be 
the additional costs for 
inputs including energy, 

fertilizer and pesti-
cides.  Long term projec-
tion suggests that higher 
prices are here to stay, 
and we must work to 
keep the dramatic shifts 
up and down under some 
control, whether it comes 
from conflicts in a foreign 
land or from a natural dis-
aster in one of our energy 
producing areas.  We are 
all facing a challenge and 
looking at options, our 
choices are to become 
more efficient, recapture 
and reuse, or to postpone 

nonessential.  Agriculture 
and farmers have faced 
adversity before; working 
together they can find 
new solutions and share 
the success.  Farm Bureau 
has brought together 
many tools to help in the 
decision process and it is 
available on the world-

(Continued on page 5) 

Out On A Limb— 
President’s Message 

Attention MFBF Members! 
The Massachusetts Farm Bureau as well as The American Farm  

Bureau are looking for members to be a part of 
Farm Bureau's Agricultural Contact Team (FBACT) 

 

FBACT is the American Farm Bureau Federation's grassroots action network. 
FBACT members voice the concerns of agriculture nationwide to members of Con-
gress, the White House and its administration. 
 

 FBACT members agree to respond to a maximum of four alerts per year 
  (8-Congressional session). 
 

FBACT alerts are initiated by AFBF and are distributed to FBACT members in all 
50 states.  FBACT alerts will be pertinent to all 50 states, so no regional issues are 
used. FBACT members respond to the alert.  The contact with their member of Con-
gress can be made by phone, fax or e-mail utilizing the FBACT site. 

 

To help FB members maximize their time, stay abreast of 
the issues and remain connected with their elected  

Officials, the following information is accessible: 
 

Action E-List – Massachusetts FBACT members from states will receive alerts and 
(Continued on page 7) 

Mark Your Calendars Now, Ag Day at the State House is 
May 3rd!  Call our office for more information, or to find out how 

you can participate 
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First Pioneer encourages all progressive farm busi-
ness people to budget and plan for the coming year.  
To assist in doing so, we offer the following perspec-
tive on economic outlook. 
The U.S. economy is expected to experience another 
good year of growth during 2006.  The first half in 
particular should be strong due to hurricane rebuild-
ing efforts.  Businesses are expected to expand pay-
rolls as they’ve squeezed about as much productivity 
as possible out of current staffing levels.  The housing 
market will continue to grow but off from the record 
pace of recent years, dampening consumer spending 
somewhat as the slowdown in asset appreciation is 
felt.  The U.S. dollar, meanwhile, will likely weaken 
during the year -- increasing the attractiveness of 
U.S. products abroad while reducing foreign competi-
tion here at home. 
As for farm inputs, bumper corn and soybean har-
vests in 2004 and 2005 will ensure adequate supply 
for the world market and keep U.S. prices lower.  
Continued strong demand and tight international 
supplies of crude oil will keep prices high on all petro-
leum and petroleum derivative products, including 
diesel, fertilizer, and plastics. 
Some specifics based on the best information avail-
able to us at this time: 
 Avg. corn price down $0.21 = $1.85/bushel (range 

of $1.60-$2.00/bushel) 
 Avg. soybean price down $0.34 = $5.40/bushel 

(range of $5.00-$5.70/bushel) 
 Avg. soybean meal price down $15 = $168/ton 

(range of $155-$180/ton) 
 Avg. price for dairy feed down 7.0-9.0% 
 Avg. crude oil price (West Texas Intermediate) up 

$9 for annual average of $65/barrel 
 Avg. gasoline (regular) price up $0.18  for annual 

average of $2.45/gallon 
 Avg. diesel price up $0.10 for annual average of 

$2.51/gallon 
 Avg. natural gas (residential) price up $0.63 for 

annual average of $13.36/mcf 
 Avg. fertilizer cost  +10% 
 Avg. wages +3% 
 Avg. interest rates +0.5% over last year 

 
For more information and specific industry outlooks, 
visit our 

 

Enfield, Ct  800/562-2235 
Bedford, NH 800/825-3252      

Middleboro, MA 800/946-0506  
Dayville, CT 800/327-6785 
www.firstpioneer.com 

Northeast Farm Business Outlook for 2006 
By Carol Sobson 

First Pioneer Farm Credit, ACA 

News From Worcester County Farm Bureau: 
 

On March 8, 2006, The WCFB board of Directors voted 
to apply for a Department of Agricultural Resources 
Farm Products Technical Assistance Grant.  This 
Grant would allow WCFB to hire a Agritourism Con-
sultant to come to Members’ farms for an onsite visit 
with follow-up recommendations on how to increase 
Farm Revenues.   
WCFB will coordinate the farm visits.  Regular 
Worcester County Farm Bureau members will be able 
to sign up to have the consultant come to their farms 
in May or June 2006.  The cost to the Farmer will be 
determined once the Grant is secured. 
This will be a great chance for Farm Bureau members 
to discover some of the new opportunities that have 
allowed other farms in the state to grow, expand, and 
increase profitability. 

Stay Tuned for Further Details! 

 

Scholarship Opportunity! 
 

Worcester County Farm Bureau President Jon 
Nourse announces that the County is accepting ap-
plications for the 2006-2007 college scholarship 
award.   
Applicants need to be children of regular WCFB 
members and need to be accepted into natural re-
source, veterinary, animal science, forestry, and or 
other agricultural courses of study enrolled in either 
a 2 or 4 year program.  
Applicants at any stage of their schooling (freshman 
or otherwise) will be considered .  
The $500.00 scholarship is awarded every May and 
is renewable.  For the application or for information, 
contact Jon Nourse at 508-366-2644 or 
jwnourse@aol.com.  

http://www.firstpioneer.com�
mailto:jwnourse@aol.com?subject=Scholarship%20Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
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Recently, I attended the AFBF 
Labor Advisory Committee 
Meeting in Dallas.  Here is a 
brief update on what is happen-
ing. 
Currently, there are 10-14 mil-
lion illegal workers in the U.S. 
with 500,000 to 750,000 work-
ing in agriculture.  At least half 
of all hired agriculture workers 
are illegal.  Hundreds of thou-
sands continue to cross each 
year.  Most everyone recognizes 
the value of these workers as 
they account for about 10% of 
the U.S. workforce and they 
perform tasks that most U.S. 
workers will not perform. 
Congress and the President 
have promised to deal with this 
situation on many levels, these 
including enforcement both at 
the border and within the U.S., 
a guest worker program to al-
low foreign workers to enter the 
U.S., and an adjustment of 
status policy to deal with illegal 
workers already here. 
The problem is that efforts to 
date appear to be dealing only 
with the enforcement issue.  We 
have all heard reports recently 
about farmers in Arizona and 
California not having enough 
help to harvest winter crops. 

Recently, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed legisla-
tion (H4437) which deals only 
with enforcement.  Even though 
the House leaders said that 
they would follow up this bill 
with a guest worker program 
and adjustment of status, they 
seem unwilling to do so now.  
The U.S. Senate has set a dead-
line to pass legislation on this 
issue.  As with the House, there 
are many ideas but not much 
consensus on guest workers and 
adjustment of status.  The Sen-
ate President has set March 
27th as the date by which the 
Senate must reach consensus 
on these issues.  If they do not, 
it is very likely that the Senate 
will pass the same legislation as 
the House did.  If the Senate 
does this, it is also likely that 
the President will sign it be-
cause it does beef up border se-
curity and enforce immigration 
laws. 
The impact from this would not 
be good for US Agriculture.  At 
least that is the general consen-
sus.  Although agriculture no 
longer employs the greatest 
percentage of illegal workers 
(~10%), it has the most to lose 

(Continued on page 7) 

Immigration Reform:  What’s Happening Now Job Announcement 
 

Dick’s Market Garden - a family owned 
and operated nursery and fruit & vegeta-
ble farm in Lunenburg, MA - is looking 
for an honest and knowledgeable person 
to join the farm. 
Qualifications necessary: 
Honest & reliable 
Experience and knowledge in growing 
tree fruit and small fruit & vegetables 
Mass pesticide license 
Pay based on experience. Benefits avail-
able. 
A resume and references can be faxed to 
978-582-0210.  For more information, con-
tact Stephen Violette at 978-407-7292. 

Free Agricultural  
Pesticide Waste  

Collection 
Two  pes t i c ide  was te  c o l l e c t i ons  
f o r  f a rmers  w i l l  be  he ld  th i s  
spr ing .  T he  f i r s t  i s  on  Saturday ,  
Apr i l  22 n d  a t  th e  Smi th  Voca -
t i ona l  Schoo l  in  Nor thampton  
and  the  se cond  on  Saturda y ,  May  
6 t h  a t  the  Town o f  Orange  Trans-
f e r  S t a t i o n .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
events  a re  f r ee  t o  any  fa rm or  
agr i cu l tu ra l  opera t i on  in  wes t -
e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  A c c e p t e d  
was tes  inc lude :  pes t i c ides ,  in -
s e c t i c i d e s ,  f u n g i c i d e s ,  h e r b i -
c ides ,  po i sons ,  and  unkno wn  pes -
t i c ide  subs tances .  Th i s  i s  a  non -
regu la to r y  c o l l e c t i on  se rv i ce .  
Farms  and  o ther  agr i cu l tura l  op -
e ra t i ons  can  d i spose  o f  pes t i -
c ides  a t  no  c os t  but  mu st  pre -
reg i s t e r .  Farms  can  reg i s t e r  by  
ca l l ing  the  D i s t r i c t  a t  ( 41 3 )  772 -
2 4 3 8  o r  b y  e m a i l  a t  
i n f o @ f r a n k l i n c o u n t y w a s t e d i s t r i c
t . o rg .   A l l  par t i c ipants  must  be  
prepared  t o  submi t  an  inventory  
o f  the i r  was te  when  they  reg i s -
t e r .  

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Farm%20Bureau%20Newsletter�


MARCH 2006 “NEWS & VIEWS” PAGE 5  

wide web.  Your input is helpful 
as well, and your success could 
help many others, I encourage 
you to become interactive in help-
ing others to find solutions and to 
prosper and succeed during the 
coming months.  Watch our news-
letter and the Farm Bureau web-
sites for new and current infor-
mation as it becomes available. 
Now becomes an important time 
to become active and to follow the 
debate on timely issues.  Immi-
gration reform is a hot topic in 
Congress these days, with debate 
that ranges from protection from 
terrorists with increased border 
security to protecting American 
wages and jobs from inexpensive 
foreign or undocumented labor 
sources.  Look around you, we as 
a nation have welcomed many 
into our country and through his-
tory many immigrant ethnic 
groups have done exactly as they 
do today: embrace the available 
jobs, get an education, assimilate 
into our country and build suc-
cessful lives as Americans.  We 
have by estimates 10-14 million 
immigrants in this country living 
and working here without 
status.  We have estimates of 
500,000 to 750,000 working in 
agriculture.  Contrast there are 
about 30,000 working under an 
H2A visa, and the recreation in-
dustry is confined by the 60,000 
limit in the H2B program.  These 
documented workers and the 
process to recruit them can not 
and will not fill the worker posi-
tions required to keep our coun-
try competitive and affordable for 
all that would live here.   It is 
hard to imagine the effect a sud-
den loss of even a portion of the 
10-14 million undocumented peo-
ple living in our communities 
would have on our economy, our 
production and our national secu-

rity.  As debate continues we all 
must convey to our elected offi-
cials to refrain from going to-
wards extremes and to view the 
situation with intent to resolve 
our immigration dilemma.  We 
have created an opportunity with 
in this world that makes us the 
envy of all people with less oppor-
tunity to provide for family 
needs. I do not believe we as a 
nation can afford to turn our 
backs to those that aspire to im-
prove their own situation.  We 
must control our borders, estab-
lish and maintain the rules that 
allow immigrants to come and to 
join our nation’s workforce, and 
we must find a means to correct 
our ineffective oversight of those 
that come for a visit and stay for 
a lifetime.  We must not in the 
process forget the contributions 
that immigrants do each and eve-
ryday for us.  We must not suc-
cumb to a mentality that states 
the answer to our labors needs is 
simply a higher standard of pay 
or benefits.  We cannot punish 
our businesses that employ in 
many cases the only workforce to 
show up to a job posting, and we 
can not survive in the new world 
economy if laws and regulations 
drive basic labor cost upwards 
and beyond a cost of production 
that becomes noncompetitive in 
the marketplace. 
Look around you in every com-
munity and in every place you 
shop, eat, and even work and you 
will find an immigrant or a child 
of an immigrant that comes to 
America for a better life.  It does 
affect each and every one of 
us.  It is our issue to find the 
right solution too.   
By Alex Dowse, President of Massa-
chusetts Farm Bureau and the Presi-
dent of C.A. Dowse & Son, Inc.—
Home of “America’s Best Crunchin’ 
Apples Since 1778.” 

(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Continued from page 1) 

Essex County FB  
Scholarship Available 

 

This scholarship is available to any 
student accepted to a 2 or 4-year col-
lege or university and whose family 
has an active Essex County Farm Bu-
reau membership.  
The family should have ties to horti-
cultural or agricultural backgrounds, 
and it is desirable, but not necessary, 
that the student would like to stay 
connected in some way to the farming 
community. The scholarship is $1000 
and is awarded by early May.  
 Please contact Glenn Cook at (978) 
388-4592 for an application. 

F a r m e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
d i spose  o f  unwanted  and  un -
u s a b l e  c h e m i c a l s  t h a t  m a y  
pose  a  hazard  t o  the i r  f ami ly ,  
l i ves to ck ,  and  fa rm.  Any  pes -
t i c ide  tha t  become s  unusab le  
a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  i s  
was te .  Pes t i c ides  become  un -
usab le  when  they  have  ex -
ceeded  the i r  she l f  l i f e ,  i f  they  
are  banned  f o r  use  by  the  US  
EPA or  a re  no  l onger  r eg i s -
t e red  f o r  use  in  Massachu -
se t t s ,  o r  they  are  unknown  
because  l abe l s  were  l o s t  o r  
u n r e a d a b l e .  O l d  p e s t i c i d e s ,  
neg l e c ted  o r  in  poor  s t o rage ,  
may  be  exposed  t o  ch i ld ren ,  
l i ves to ck ,  and  p e t s  caus ing  
se r i ous  in jury  o r  dea th .  Con -
ta iners  may  co r rode  caus ing  
l eaks .  F i re  o r  f l o od ing  may  
cause  pes t i c ide  r e l eases  tha t  
c a n  c o n t a m i n a t e  s o i l s  a n d  
groundwater  l ead ing  t o  c os t l y  
c l eanup .   
For more information, contact the Dis-
trict office at 772-2438. Hearing im-
paired individuals can contact the Dis-
trict through the Massachusetts Relay 
at 711 or for TTY/ASCII access dial 1-
800-439-2370. 

(PESTICIDE COLLECTION Continued from page 4) 
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Sadly, in today’s changing agricultural economy, hun-
dreds of sturdily built, local landmark barns are 
lost  every year in Massachusetts.  The Preservation 
Mass Barn Task Force is bringing expertise to Massa-
chusetts’ barn owners to help save these  important 
resources.  On Saturday, April 1st, the Preservation 
Mass Barn Task Force, in partnership with the  Es-
sex National Heritage Commission, is co-sponsoring a 
“Barn  Basics” Seminar at the North Shore Commu-

nity  College in Danvers, Massachusetts. The seminar 
will focus on  practical information for owners, archi-
tects, engineers and preservationists on up-to-date 
measures for repairing barns and similar post and 
beam structures,  such as carriage houses. Maintain-
ing barns in continuing agricultural or new  uses will 
be discussed.  Specialists will provide both historical 
information and technical advice.  
Advance registration, prior to March 24th, for the all-
day workshop is  $35.00. After March 24th registra-
tion is $45.00, including walk-in  participants.  Lunch 
will be  available for an additional fee of $10.00.  Reg-
istration forms are available on-line on the 
B a r n   T a s k  F o r c e  p a g e s  a t 
www.preservationmass.org  or at Preservation 
Mass,  Old City Hall, 45 School Street, Boston, 02108, 
telephone  617-723-3383. 

Preserve MASS BARNS!  

Forest Viability Grant Program  
Applications Now Available 

The Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs is now accepting applications from forest land-
owners interested in participating in the Forest Viabil-
ity Grant Program.  This program provides business 
planning assistance and implementation grants to 
landowners wishing to establish or improve forest-
based businesses.  Eligible landowners may receive up 
to $5,000 in technical assistance for the preparation of 
a Forest Viability Business Plan in return for a 5-year 
covenant protecting the land from development.  
Landowners with a Forest Viability Plan are then eli-
gible to receive grants worth $250 per acre (up to 
$20,000) for implementation of the plan in return for a 
20-year covenant.  Any private landowner with at 
least 20-acres of forest land that is not currently pro-
tected by a deed restriction is eligible to apply.  Appli-
cations are available at www.comm-pass.com.  Under 
“Search for Solicitations” search for keyword “Forest 
Viability.”  The application deadline is May 1, 2006. 
 

For more information please contact: 
 

Joseph Smith 
The Forest and Wood Products Institute 
Mount Wachusett Community College 
978-630-9360 
jsmith@mwcc.mass.edu 
 

Bill Toomey 
The Nature Conservancy 
Westfield River Highlands Project 
413-354-7780 
btoomey@tnc.org 
 

or visit: http://www.mwcc.mass.edu/programs/FWP/
ForViab.html 

http://www.preservationmass.org/�
http://www.comm-pass.com/�
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proportionally.  Conservative esti-
mates place over 50% of hired agri-
cultural workers as illegal.  In addi-
tion the following are generally ac-
cepted impacts of this type of limited 
legislation.  Up to one third of the 
U.S, fruit and vegetable sector will 
likely disappear.  Between $5 billion 
and $9 billion in U.S. production 
would be lost to foreign producers.  
Net farm income for the rest of agri-
culture would decline by as much as 
$5 billion annually.  Ag farm wages 
would rise from an average of $9.50 
per hour to $14-$16 per hour without 
benefits. 
An additional thought:  The H-2a 
program is the only real guest 
worker program that currently ex-
ists.  Only about 30,000 workers 
come to the U.S. using this program.  
High cost, threats from Legal Ser-
vices, bureaucracy, and housing re-
quirements are all reasons why the 
H-2a program is not more successful. 
What is going to happen in the fu-
ture?  Your guess is as good as mine.  
But we will keep you posted. 

(LABOR UPDATE  Continued from page 4) 

 

If you would like to participate in FBACT and gain access to special internet informa-
tion and e-mail issue alerts, please send your Name, Address, Phone number and Email 

to jconners@massfarmbureau.com.  You will receive information directly from AFBF 
shortly thereafter, including passwords and a full description of the program. 

 
Unfortunately you must have internet access to take part in this program.   

 
Thank you in advance for your participation- 

together we can make a difference! 

MFBF ANNUAL MEETING DATE—MARK 
YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

This past annual meeting the delegate body accepted an invitation 
to venture to the western part of the state for our upcoming an-
nual meeting.  While a hotel is not yet locked in, we have a very 
short list and are ready to announce the date—get out your calen-
dar, and be sure to reserve the date now—November 30th and De-
cember 1st.  If last year was any indication, it will be a great suc-
cess and a wonderful opportunity to learn about ag. policy and is-
sues, as well as set the organization’s course for the coming year. 

updates directly from AFBF.   
 

Elected Officials – Members can determine who their 
members of congress are either by state or by entering 
their personal zip code.  Information is available about 
each member of Congress at this page including co-
sponsorship of FB bills, key votes, staff members, con-
tact numbers/addresses and background about the 
member.  

 

Issues and Legislation – Members can view current 
action alerts, current legislation, and key votes.  
 

Guide to the Media – Media contact information can 
be obtained either by zip code or by clicking on a spe-
cific state.  You can obtain local media contact informa-
tion, search for individual reporters/editors/producers, 
and organizations.  Letters to the Editor can be sent by 
email to media from this page.     
 

(FB ACT Continued from page 1) 

By Rich Bonanno, Vice President of the  
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation 

mailto:jconners@massfb.org?subject=FBACT�
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PASTURES: Let our expertise in pasture construction 
and design provide you with pastoral views, solutions 
for your equestrian needs and elimination of boarding 
fees. Reclaim your woodlands into pastures. Increase 
your property value. Call Woodridge Farm, Lincoln, MA 
781-259-0251. 
FOR SALE: 5 Gang Mower with 2 extra reels, 
$1,000.00 781-259-0251 or 781-953-4159  
SERVING THE FARMERS IN MASS: Helping farmers 
keep what they make.  Experienced in dairy, beef, fruit 
& vegetable farming; experienced with APR, retirement 
planning, estate planning & taxation, tax free ex-
changes. Donald E. Graves, CPA, LLC,Masters De-
gree in Taxation &   Financial Planning, Bentley Col-
lege, 377 Main Street, Suite 1, Greenfield, MA  01301-
3332,  1-800-286-6036, info@donaldegravescpa.com                                                                            
FOR SALE: We are now offering Blueberry & Wild-
flower Honey in 60 lb pails. Also “All Natural” Blueberry 
& Wildflower in smaller jars read for sale. Call Merri-
mack Valley 978-667-5380.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
TREE TRANSPLANTING: We buy, sell and relocate 
mature trees 24, 36, 42, 55, 65, and (2) 90inch tree 
spades for hire. Serving all of New England an NY. 
Allenby Tree Movers & Tree Farms. Toll free-866 
Allenby, www.AllenbyTree.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
FOR LEASE:  Small home situated on 20+ acres with 
5 acres of blueberries to maintain and operate as your 
business.  Call Tim @ 781-858-0571 
1ST CUT HAY: 4’X5’ Round Bales stored inside, 
picked up or delivered, call 508-821-0149 or 508-947-
0495, Lakeville, MA  
HORSE HAY FOR SALE: 1st & 2nd cut. Wholesale 
lots delivered by the ton, retail by the bale. Homestead 
Farms 508-252-9029 
3+FARM ACRES:  available in Acton, MA, maintained 
as mowed meadow/perrenial brook for irrigation-Good 
road frontage & neighborhood location-Suitable for 
CSA, fruit orchard, berries, annuals or perrenial crops, 
tree farm, wildflowers, hay, close to S. Acton MBTA, 
and Route 2. EXPERIENCED FARMERS ONLY, Con-
tact 978-621-7935 
FOR SALE: Evergreens for sale, Dark American  

Arborvitae, Balsam, Fraser Fir, Blue Spruce and 
Norway Spruce.  Lahti Tree Farm, Lunenburg  
978-342-3557 
FOR SALE:  1953 Farmal Super C w/f, 3 point hitch, 
excellent tires and tin, loader, snow plow, 12 volt and 
runs excellent $4500.  Call 508-252-4279 
KIFCO MODEL B130X WATER-REEL: s/n 341062 -
1999-excellent condition, 1999 seldom used.  Tow of 
Pacton is accepting bids on this surplus equipment 
until April 28th at 11:00am at the Town Hall.  Miniumu 
bid $2,500.00 by certified check will be required.  
Contact Town Administrator, Town Hall, 697 Pleas-
ant St, Paxton, MA 01612. TEL 508-754-7638 X 20 
or email cblanchard@townofpaxton.net for more 
information.  Town of Paxton reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids not deemed to be in the town’s 
best interest. 
FOR SALE:  Double bottom Dearborn 16 inch plow, 
$300/BO.  Single row horse drawn corn planter con-
verted to 3 point hitch. $200/BO 508-653-1072 
FOR SALE: Goats, nubians and Alpine/Nubian kids 
and yearlings. Raised with horses.  Good milkers, 
brush clearers and horse companions. $25 to $75, 
Chesterfield, MA 413-296-4573 
FOR SALE: Rears 400 gal, PTU stainless steel tank air 
blast sprayer. Cordwood saw and POT wood Spliter, 
after 6pm 413-359-4013. Jensen’s Hilltop Orchards, 
Granville, MA 
WANTED: Horse easy entry cart/or training sulky 
(88”shafts) good condition, Denise 978-534-8075 
MAY 27 & 28, 2006: Massachusetts Sheep & 
Woolcraft Fair, Cummington Fairgrounds, 
Cummington, MA.  Sheep shows, herding dog 
trails, workshops, quality vendors, food, com-
petitions, fleece sale. www.masheepwool.org 
EAGLE VALLEY ADVANCED BEDDING MANAGE-
MENT: Superior to tradtional shavings.  100% biode-
gradable all wood pellets that are more absorbent, 
cleaner and easier to use. Contact: Briardale Equine 
Supply at 978-874-5231 or  
info@briardale-equinesupply.com 

FOR SALE:  Hereford Calves (polled) for sale 8-9 
months old, hand raised and tame, both steers and 
Heifers for your feed lot or summer pasture Also one 
mature cow for sale.  617-840-2074 
FOR SALE: Reg. Shetland Sheep, Crowscroft Farm 
413-596-6666, ednac@samnet.net 
TREES: Looking to Purchase Spruce Trees. 16-25’ that 
can be dug and replanted. Will travel 20 miles from 
Acton, MA area. A large tree Transplanting services 
available. Contact 978-635-0409 
FOR SALE: Two Highlander Heifers, bred to DevonBull. 
Due to calf in May. $850 each or $1500/pair. Call Chest-
nut Farms 413-477-6656 
FOR SALE: $1,800 Feurst manure spreader, 90 bushel 
capacity, PTO deive (20hp min), excellent condition, 
spreader bos lined & reinforced with epoxy coated ply-
wood.  Location Bourne, MA (delivery possible) Tel: 
508-888-8238. email: chmbrkk@hotmail.com  

New Member Welcome: 
February 2006 

Gerard Beirne, Berlin, MA  
James Leahey , Lee, MA   
Gina Volandre, Norwell, MA 

March 2006 
Gretta Anderson, Arlington, MA 

Nancy Borey, Plainfield, MA 
Kevin Davis, Westport, MA  

Jeffrey Grant, Richmond, MA 
Joanne Huff, Sunderland, MA  

Amy Jeschawitz & Janson Demay,   
Williamstown, MA 

Paul Pelletier, Fall River, MA 
James Rheinberger, Rehoboth, MA  

Spring Bantam Show 
The New England Bantam Club, Inc. will be 
holding its Spring Show in Middleboro, MA 
at the National Guard Armory on Sunday, 
May 7 - 9am to 2pm  The event is open to the 
public and there is no admission fee. In addi-
tion to bantam (miniature) chickens and 
ducks, standard size chickens may also be 
exhibited. The show features hundreds of 
birds and provides many prizes and specials. 
To obtain a show book or place an ad in the 
show book, contact Dave Anderson, 2 Stan-
dish Rd, Bridgewater, MA 02324 or  508-942-
6208 or via e-mail at NEBantam-
club@aol.com  Full page ads are $30, half 
page $20 and business card or quarter page 
ads $10.   In addition to the exhibited birds, 
there is a sales area, raffle items, and food 
services. For more information, visit  the 
c l u b ’ s  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.newenglandbantamclub.homestead.com 

News & Views has begun accepting advertising within the newsletter.  Our monthly read-
ership is now well over 7,000, and is a perfect targeted audience for you!  See details for 
submittal at the bottom of this section.   

BACK COVER SPACE IS AVAILABLE AT A 20% PREMIUM.  ALL PRICES ARE ON A 
PER ISSUE BASIS.  WHEN YOU PREPAY TO RUN AN ADD IN 10 ISSUES, RECEIVE 
A 10% DISCOUNT. 
SUBMITTALS: 
Advertisements must be received by the Mass Farm Bureau office by the 12th of the 
month preceding the month you would like the advertisement to run (for the September 
issue of News & Views, all adds must be submitted by August 12th.)Adds may be submit-
ted either by mail to: Mass Farm Bureau News & Views, 466 Chestnut Street, Ashland, 
MA  01721 or electronically to: nletoile@massfarmbureau.com  PLEASE INCLUDE THE 
WORDS NEWS & VIEWS IN THE SUBJECT HEADER.  Call (508)881-4766 with any 
questions on the pricing, submittal, or layout of your add. 
 
Farm Bureau reserves the right not to accept advertising it deems unsuitable for its litera-
ture for any reason. 

ADVERTISING POLICY AND RATES 

NON—MEMBERS: 
Classifieds:  First 20 words for $12.00, every 
word thereafter is $.60 
Full Page:  $660.00 (8” X 10 1/4”) 
Half Page: $480.00 (4” X 10 1/4” or 8” X 5”) 
Quarter Page:  $330.00 (4” X 5”) 
Eighth Page:  $210.00 (3” X 4”) 

MEMBERS: 
Classifieds:  First 20 words for $10.00, 
every word thereafter is $.50 
Full Page:  $550.00 (8” X 10 1/4”) 
Half Page: $400.00 (4” X 10 1/4” or 8” X 5”) 
Quarter Page:  $275.00 (4” X 5”) 
Eighth Page:  $175.00 (3” X 4”) 

mailto:cblanchard@townofpaxton.net�
http://www.masheepwool.org/�
mailto:info@briardale-equinesupply.com�
mailto:ednac@samnet.net�


Your message might be great, but is it 
being lost in the clutter?  Are you looking 
for an effective way to let people know what you 
are doing, or what services you have to offer? 

 
 

LET US HELP YOU STAND OUT!  
REACH 7,000  

MEMBERS OF THE FARM  
BUREAU FAMILY EVERY 

MONTH.  FOR JUST ABOUT THE 
SAME PRICE AS A BLACK AND 
WHITE ADVERTISEMENT, BUT 

WITH A 3 MONTH  
COMMITMENT, YOU CAN MAKE 

YOU AND YOUR  MESSAGE 
STAND OUT! 

 
 
 
 
 

For details, please call Nathan at  
(508)881-4766 

 Mailbox overflowing?  Don’t want to wait the  
extra time for the newsletter to come?  Well, we 
are doing our part to help with all that!   

News & Views Has Arrived on the Internet!  
In fact it was there almost a week before you 
got this.  And see all this great color?  The 
online version has it on every page, along with links to websites with relevant information.  If you want to re-
ceive your copy of News & Views online, here is what you need to do: 
1. Turn this page over and find the name your membership is under and your membership number.  (It’s above 

your name in the address area.) 
2. Send an e-mail to newsandviews@massfb.org with those two items, and the e-mail address at which you 

would like to receive your newsletter, or you can call our office and ask for Mary Ellen at (508)881-4766 and 
give her the same information. 

3. Just sit back and wait.  We will send you an e-mail with the front page of the newsletter as soon as it has 
cleared the editor’s desk and even before it is at the printer’s.  Just click on the link in the e-mail, and your 
enhanced, online newsletter will be available to you whenever you would like. 

mailto:nletoile@massfarmbureau.com?subject=Color%20Adds%20in%20News%20&%20Views�
mailto:nletoile@massfarmbureau.com?subject=Color%20Adds%20in%20News%20&%20Views�
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Please consider supporting Farm Bureau’s Land 
Preservation Corporation with your donation.  Any 
amount helps.  Because the corporation is administered by Mas-
sachusetts Farm Bureau, 100% of your donation can go to capi-
tal purchases of either easements, or fee simple land.  If you 
know of anyone considering donating land or easements on 
their land to a non-profit organization, please have them con-
tact us.  We are non profit organization and 100% of any dona-
tions are tax deductible.  We consider all types of arrangements 
including life rights, lease back programs, trusts, and other 
such estate planning vehicles.  Contact the Farm Bureau office 
for more information. (508)881-4766 

Land Preservation—“By Farmers, For Farmers” 

Farm Bureau Agricultural   
Preservation Corporation  

The Farm Bureau Agricultural Preserva-
tion Corporation believes in more than 
just Land Preservation.  We believe first 
and foremost in Agricultural Preservation, 
and feel that if land is preserved properly, 
it can go a long way in keeping our agri-
cultural heritage here in Massachusetts 
alive and vibrant.  Help keep Massachu-
setts a wonderful place for our future gen-
erations to live and work by supporting us 
in our efforts to preserve agriculture and 
it’s most valuable asset—farmland! 

We Hope You Enjoy Your Newest Issue of Farm Bureau’s “News & Views” 

mailto:nletoile@massfarmbureau.com?subject=Ag%20Preservation%20Inquiry%20from%20News%20&%20Views�
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